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Rabbi, Parents, Grandparents, Relatives and Friends,

Thank you for coming to celebrate my Bar Mitzvah with me. Today is a special Sabbath,
Sabbath Parah, or the Sabbath of the red heifer. We read a special Maftir and
Haphtorah. Both the Haphtorah and the Maftir deal with cleanliness, but in different

forms.

We begin with a question of moral purity from the Haphtorah. The Jewish people were
worshipping idols and acting unjustly and G-d poured his fury upon them, and as
punishment scattered them among the nations. And I asked myself this gquestion,

why did G-d punish Israel so severely? I think that G-d wanted to vindicate His

own honor. After all, other nations judged the G-d of Israel by the way the people of
Israel acted. Or you might say that Israel was to set the example for everyone and

keep moral cleanliness as a tradition to be passed on from genmeration to generation.

Now from the Maftir we have an example of another kind of cleanliness. This week's
Maftir is about the red heifer. The laws in this chapter are noted as the "Laws

of Purification". No one could enter the Temple without being ritually clean. For
example, if someone had touched a dead body they were then ritually unclean. To
become clean again they had to be sprinkled with a mixture of the ashes of a red
heifer and other ingredients. This heifer had to be completely red, no blemishes,
and could not be used in the fields. The people who prepared the heifre were clean
before they had prepared it, but afterwards they were unclean. Or, the heifer

made the clean unclean and the unclean clean.

This Maftir has puzzled Rabbis and even King Solomon. How does this teach us about
moral purity? I think that this means man is both clean and unclean, or you can say
that man has the ability for both good and evil even when he is trying to do the
right thing. This week's Maftir is trying to show that even though you do a Mitzvah
you can take that good thing and do it for the wrong purpose, so that it is not
good anymore. For example, a man gives charity to someone and says to his fact,

"Oh, you poor thing. Here, I'm rich, I'll be nice and generous and give you some
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money." This embarasses and shames the man and causes him to lose some of his
self-respect. By acting in this way you could become so proud of yourself and
overwhelmed with your good deeds that you may forget the people you are helping

have feelings, too.

I hope and pray that I will always remember the lesson of my Haphtorah...that I

am a Jew and must always avoid violence and injustice, and concentrate on Mitzvahs;
and the lesson of my Maftir, that I must always do Mitzvahs in a righteous and
compassionate way. At this time I would like to thank Rabbi Radinsky for helping
to prepare me for my Bar Mitzvah, and my parents for all their love and devotion.

I hope and pray that I grow up to be a credit to my family, my nation, and my

religion. Thank you.




